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The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President shall be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate shall resume legislative session.
The majority leader.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators al-
lowed to speak for up 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. REID. There will be no further
rollcall votes this week. We will have
some votes Monday night. Everyone
should be aware of that.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
IN MEMORY OF KATE PUZEY

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I
rise to acknowledge the second anni-
versary of a tragic event that happened
on March 11, 2009, in the nation of
Benin in Africa. On that tragic day, a
young lady by the name of Kate Puzey
was tragically murdered in her sleep in
her house at night.

Kate Puzey was a Peace Corps volun-
teer from Georgia, who went to Benin
with all the dreams, hopes and aspira-
tions of the program John F. Kennedy
created over a half century ago. She
had served there for months. She was
teaching young African children. She
was sharing wisdom. She was sharing
knowledge. She was sharing her love of
mankind. She was representing the
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United States in the way the Peace
Corps intended it.

Unfortunately, her life was lost. I did
not know Kate Puzey before her death.
I only know her after her death. But I
know her through her parents, through
her schoolmates, and through her fel-
low Peace Corps volunteers in Africa
who told me the story of Kate Puzey,
and also, tragically, stories of other
Peace Corps volunteers who have lost
their lives or have sacrificed in the
service of our country.

Tomorrow night, at 6:30, on the steps
of the Capitol, there will be a candle-
light vigil, acknowledging the second
year anniversary of the death of Kate
Puzey. Kate’s mother will be here, as
well as Peace Corps volunteers, as well
as people from the Peace Corps organi-
zation. It will be a solemn moment, but
it will also be a very sacred moment.

As the ranking member of the Africa
Subcommittee, I have traveled to Afri-
ca on a number of occasions, and I have
been in a number of African countries.
On each visit, I arrange either a break-
fast or a lunch, where I host the Peace
Corps volunteers from the United
States in that country.

Without exception, and in every case,
these are the finest of Americans.

Just 2 years ago, when I was in Tan-
zania, I met a couple—73 and 72 years
old—who in their retirement decided
they wanted to give back and help
their country and serve their mankind.
They volunteered to go to Tanzania
and build a library where there was not
even a library, a book or a school, and
they built it.

In Kenya, I visited with young people
who went to Kenya to help carry the
message of democracy, to help share, in
the terrible slum of Kibera, the prom-
ise and hope of education, of good nu-
trition, of knowledge, of hard work,
and of democracy.

We as a country are blessed to have
men and women who serve us in many
capacities—those who may serve in the
House or the Senate, those who serve
in the branches of the military over-
seas in harm’s way—but equal to their
service is the service of our Peace
Corps volunteers. Kate Puzey is an ex-
ample of what those Peace Corps vol-
unteers do—at its height.

When I attended her funeral, I sat
and listened, for over 2 hours, to her
fellow volunteers, her former class-
mates tell about the Kate Puzey they
knew: the academic genius, the com-
mitted volunteer, the person who loved
life and loved people and wanted to
share that love wherever she could.

The volunteers in Benin told of her
countless sacrifices to help young peo-
ple and children in their troubled land,
in their difficult country, to under-
stand better their life’s future and to
not look to poverty as a lifetime of
shackles but to look to opportunity as
a lifetime of hope.

Tomorrow night, when the vigil
takes place on the steps of the Capitol,
I will not be here, unfortunately, but I
will be saying a special prayer for the
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life of Kate Puzey, for her family, and
for what she and all volunteers who
have sacrificed in the Peace Corps have
done for the United States of America,
and, better than that, for mankind.

We have many great people to be
thankful for in this world, but tomor-
row, at 6:30 p.m., on the steps of the
Capitol, there will be a pause to recog-
nize the life, the legacy, and the sac-
rifice of Kate Puzey and I will be there
in spirit and I will be with her in pray-
er.

I yield back and suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RESTORING DISCIPLINE TO THE
BUDGET PROCESS

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President,
today our Nation faces a very difficult
political landscape when it comes to
addressing the major challenges to our
country, such as unemployment and
the deficit. The American public is de-
manding that the House and Senate
work with the President to address
these concerns.

I believe the American people’s un-
derstandable and growing concern over
the national debt is shared by every
Member of this body. But in order for
the Congress to address our fiscal cri-
sis, we must fix our broken budget
process.

Today, with fiscal year 2011 nearly
halfway over, as a result of the
Congress’s inability to finish its work,
the Federal Government is still oper-
ating on stopgap funding designed to
avert a government shutdown.

This is no way to govern. Continuing
resolutions make it difficult for Fed-
eral agencies to perform their duties.
As the Secretary of Defense, Mr. Gates,
has stated very clearly, operating
under a CR places a great burden on
the Department of Defense. The same
can be said for every Federal agency.
Our failure to act responsibly makes
the everyday functioning of govern-
ment more difficult and less responsive
to the needs of the American people.

Moreover, continuing resolutions
make a mockery of our constitutional
responsibility to allocate taxpayer
funding wisely. Putting the country on
budgetary autopilot is simply unac-
ceptable. It is well past the time to
cast aside the blistering campaign
rhetoric of the fall and find the means
to compromise.

Many new Members of this body were
elected on the promise of a return to
fiscal responsibility. I would suggest
that returning to regular order in our
budget process is a necessary compo-
nent to achieve this goal.

The Appropriations Committee pro-
duces 12 individual bipartisan spending
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